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enclosure for himself: for he that leaves as much 8s  an- 
other  can make use of, does as good as take nothing at  a]], 
Nobody could think himself injured  by  the  drinking 
another  man,  though  he took a good  draught, who h 
a whole river of the same  water  left  him  to quench  his 
thirst;  and  the case of land  and  water,  where  there  is 
enough  for  both, is perfectly the same. 

cj 34. God  gave the world to men in common;  but 
since he  gave it them for their benefit, and  the  greatest 
conveniences of life they were capable to  draw from  it, 
it cannot  be  supposed he meant i t  sho~xld al.rt.ays remain 
common and  uncultisated. He  gave it to  the use of the 
industrious and rational,  (and  labour was to be his title 
to it) not  to the fancy or covetousness of the  quarrel- 
some and contentious. We that hhd as  good  left for his 
improvement, as was already  taken up, needed not com- 
plain, ought  not to meddle  with  what was already im- 
proved by  another’s  labour:  if he did, it is plain he 
desired the benefit of another’s pains, which he had  no 
right to, and  not  the  ground which God had givcn him 
in common with  others to  labour on, and whereof there 
was as good  left, as  that already poesessed, and  more 
than he knew  what  to  do with, or his industry could 
reach to. 

$ 35. It is true,  in  land  that is conmon in England, 
or any  other  country,  where  there is plenty of people 
under  government,  who have money and commerce, no 
one can enclose or  appropriate  any  part,  without  the 
consent ofall his ft.llow-cornnlonex~s; because this  is  left 
common by compact, i. e. by the law of the land, which 
is not to  be  violated. And though it Le cotnmon, in 
respect of some  men, it is not so to all mankind, but is 
the  joint  property of this  country, or this parish. Be- 
sides, the remainder,  after such enclosure, would not be 
as good to  the rest of‘ the comnlonet’s, as the whole was 
when they could all make use of tbe whole; wfweas in 
the  beginning  and first peop1ing of the  great C O ~ ~ ~ R I O I I  

of the world, it was quite otllermise. ‘I?)e law man 
was under, was rather for ar)pr~I)riatil~g, God corn- 
manded, and his watlts forced hiin to 1 a b 0 ~ .   T h a t  
!vas his property which codd not f~ take11 fi.0111 h h  
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wherever  he  had fixed it.  And hence  subduing  or cul- 
tivating  the  earth,  and  having dominion, we see are 
joined  together. The one  gave  title to  the other. So 
that God, by commanding  to  subdue,  gave  authority so 
far  to  appropriate : and  the condition of human life, 
which  requires  labour and materials to work on, neces- 
sarily  introduces  private possessions. 

$ 36. The measure of property nature has well set 
by the  extent of men’s labour, and  the conveniences of 
life : no man’s labour  could  subdue  or  appropriate  all; 
nor could his enjoyment consume more than a snlalt 
part; so that it was impossible for any man,  this way, 
to intrench upon the  right of another,  or  acquire to 
himself a property, to  the prejudice of his neighbour, 
who would still  have room for as good, and as large a 
possession (after the other  had  taken  out his) as before it 
was appropriated. This measure  did confine every 
man’s possession to a very  moderate proportion, and 
such as he  might  appropriate  to hiinself, without injury 
to  any body, in  the first ages of the world, when men 
were more  in danger to  be lost, by  wandering from their 
company, in the  then vast wilderness of the earth, than 
to be straitened for want of room to  plant in. And the 
same nleasurc may be allowed still without prejudice to 
any body, as full as the world seems : for supposing a 
man,  or  family,  in the  state  they were at first peopling 
of the world by the children of Adam,  or  Noah ; let 
him  plant in some inland, vacant. places of America, we 
shall find that  the possessions he could make himsclf, 
upon the measures we have  given, would not be  very 
large, nor, even to  this  day, prejudice the rest of man- 
kind,  or give them nmon to complain, or think them- 
selves injured by this man’s encroachment ; though  the 
race of men have  now  spread themselves to all the cor- 
ners of the ~ o r l d ,  and do infinitely  exceed the small 
number was at  the beginning. Nay, the  extent of ground 
is of so little value, without labour, that I have head 
it affirmed, that in Spain itself a man may be permitted 
to plough, sow, and reap,  without  being  disturbed, upon 
land he has 110 other  title  to, Imt only his making use of 
it. But, on the contrary, the  inhabitants  think them- 
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